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The chief purpose of this | gtareas feng is to distribute information on aeroisutics 
to tne flyin: personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, wational Guard, and 
others connected with aviation. 0 
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G.H.Q@. ATR FORCE OBSERVATION 
i 
/ yy S the Air Force, with the ad» j;rons Will be the patrol of areas ~- land 


A / i / vent of the "Superbomber," has ;and sea = Within their operatin, recius 

o oll taken on a new conception of | and the collection of information on and 

ia t- duties and powers, so Observa- |furnishin: of photos ot all points of 
tion must prepare itself to j interest to the Air Force and GHQ Com- 

render an entirely new and extended ser- | meader. 

vice in its role of “eyes for the wation-| At the iustant contact is gained with 


al Defense." ,a hostile target, the problem of the 
It is believed to be a well establish- Observation unit is doubled. wot only 


ed principle of Air Corps tactics that (uust the petrol be maintained or in- 
Bombardment Aviation should not be re- | creased t the specific objective 
should be observed at all times until 


uired to conduct an original search for | ¢ 
the targets it may be directed to attaci:.! its destruction is completed or the in- 
And, in order to plan a Bombardment at- ortauce has ceased. onstant inforja- 
tack intelligently, muuch information is ion siould be supplied the local Air 
necessary’. Force Commander of the precise location, 

Prior to any mission over land or sea, | Composition, course end speed of a mov- 
the nature of the target must be ixnown ins enemy target to permit an intercep- 
so that bombs of proper type and size tion by our Bombardment units. As addi- 
may be carried. f the objective be on | tional objectives make their anpearance, 
land, the exact location, the best the call upon Observation facilities 
routes of anproach, useful landmarks,lo- | will be furtner iacreased. 


cation of anti-aircraft units and hos- {i There are two lines of thought as to 
tile airdromes all should be known and ‘how the Long hKange Air Force --cconnais- 
oblique photos of the target should be {| sance Scuadrons Will fit into the Air 
available. if the target be at sea, its Force functional organization chart. One 
exact location at a given time, its } Line of thought is of the opinion that 


course aud speed and the weather enroute | these Keconnaissance Scuadrons should be 
to the tarzet uust be known and, in addi-; under Base control for training rather 


tion, coustant surveillance should be | than under wobile Bombardment Group con- 
maintained in order that changes in |trol. Tnis plan allows the members oi 
course may be revorted. | such a reconnaissance squadron to be 


This tasic of location and identifica-~ ; thoroughly and completely conversaat 
tion of objectives at a distance falls With the entire area over which it will 
to a new type of observation - the Air (Operate in time of War, to know and op- 
Force Reconnaissance Squadron. Its pri- | erate with all radio stations that can 
mary mission is to conduct distant re- and will assist, aad will not remire a 
connaissance service for the GEQ Bombard-| period of time to become faniliar with 
ment and Attack Aviation and for the GHy | 1ts area before it can start operating 
Air Force Commander. These souadrons, | efficiently for the tactical unit for 
equipped With the latest development in ;Waich it is gathering the necessary in- 
long range airplanes, and manned by - | formation. The assignment of Lon. Range 
crews of hichly trained specialists,mst | Reconnaissauce Squadrons as area uniis 
be availeble for one hundred percent op- | to the vital military areas of the Unit- 
eration as en kh day force. Since distant) ed States would create a set-up so that 
reconnaissance must start on or prior to, this type of recoanaissance service 
M day, it is obvious that the organiza- | would be waiting for Bombardment or At- 
tion and treining of these units caunot | tack groups in any erea in which they 
be postponed until after that date. In ‘might be reeuired to operate in tine of 


the interest of adequate wational De- War. 

fense and to prevent surprise, they | Aaother line of thought suggests the 

should be ready and available for ser- plan of having a reconnaissance squadron 

vice always. as aa integral part of each Bombardment 
At the outbreal: of hostilities, the igroup. Where the Bomoardment group 


duties ef existing reconnaissance scuad- | Would be ordered there would go also the 
~1- V-7111, A.C. 








‘bat crew lerge enough to relieve the 
ipilot, navigator, radio operator and 
Tlight mechanic during the mission, and 
‘that part of the crew off duty would act 
las gunners in defense of the airplane. A 


recoanaissance squadron. It would be 
necessary under sucn a plan for a re- 
connaissance squadron to decome fanil- 
iar with its area before it would be 
of maximum value to the Bombarduent 


Group which it vas suppovttng. since | ship commander, with no assigned i 
cooperation between the re.onnaissance |duties, would complete the crew. Al 


|possible improveuents to increase com- 
itort of the personnel, such as sound 
proofing, cadin heaters, etc., should be 


squadron and Bombardwent groups mainly 
is one of communication, it is believed 
that,as communication procedure becomes , 


more standardized, og | little efficien- provided to maintain efficiency at its 
cy in operation would be suffered by 


jhighest ? Guring extended missions. 
having the reconnaissance squadrons be- Dependable radio coruunication end all- 
longing to a Base rather then being a ‘round defense are essential. 
part of the Bombardment group itself. In Standards of personnel requirements of 
any event, the tactical operation of the 


such ani organization as outlined above 

reconnaissance squadron should be under (should be extrewely high. Pilots should 
the senior Air Force combat coumander in | be graduated to this service via other 
each Case, '"biz ship" types and thea must learn 

The two schools of thought each have | that nice cooperation with the navigator 
their relative merits. Onl: experience | which makes possible accurate aavigation. 
Will cetermine which finally will be |wavigators understanding the theory and 
adopted and which will prove the more jpracvice of the varicus means oi uaviga- 
efficient. tion mst perfect themselves by repeated 

Another idea, of course, would be to | 


missions accurately to locate and report 
presses certain scuadrons as permanent , distent bombardment objectives. Radio 
ase or Area Reconnaissance Squadroas 


Y — ond flight mechanics, each in 
aud to have still additional ones assisn-! their own sphere, uust obtain a standard 
ed to each Bombardment group. ‘of proficiency not now required in other 


The general recuirenents of an air- ‘classes of aviation and finally, by con- 
Plane to perform these missions will be- / stant association in the air, the entire 


First, approximately double the range of |crew must be welded iato a harmonious 


the Bombardment served in order to per- junit under the ship commander, instantly 
mit patrol, search and surveillance at {responsive to his commands and, in most 


the extreme radius of action of the bom- |cases, anticipating his desires. 
bers; second, accommodavions for 4 Ccon-.. “ 
--—-000N--- 


THE LIMK TRAINER 


now in Air Corps service,, ing device are. built into one drawer for 
of providing preliminary |convenience. In addition, there are the 
flight training for flying cadets, total | following coutrols: beei phone switch, 
twenty-one. An ete model of these — volume control, radio rauce con~ 
trainers has recently been delivered to | trol, radio range volume contro » radio 
the Materiel Division and five of the ex-| compass control, radio compass sensitivi- 
isting service models will be reworked | ty control, marker beacon selector 

to incorporate improvements in the new | switch and marker beacon volume control, 


Link Trainers 
for the purpose 





model and Will be known as Link Trainer, 


ee C.. 
e Link Trainer, Type C, consists of 
a fuselage which can assume all the dif- 
ferent positions of an airplane inflight 
and an instructor's tadle. The fuselage 
contains the uormel airplane controls 
(rudder and stick) and a complete set of 
flight instruments, including a magnetic 
compass, airspeed indicator, bank and 
turn indicator, rate of climb indicator 
directional gyro, artificial horizon, al- 
timeter, radio compass indicator, marker 
beacon indicator, and tachometer. it 
hes ear phones and a microphone for use 
in radio training and also for receiving 
instructions from an instructor. ‘wo 
cockpit lizhts are provided for use when 
the hood is placed over the cockpit. 

The instructor's table has wore Fors. de- 
vice which will properly key and identi- 


fy six radio range beacons and two oral 
marker beacons... The oscillator and key- 








;and ultra-high frequency beacon light 


switch. Charts are mounted on the in- 
stxuctor's table which show the radio 
raasge and marker beacons. Problems may 
be set up on these charts involving 
cities, mountains, etc., located on then. 
The student is given an additional chart, 
aod during the problem an automatic 
course recorder plots the course the 
student flies. is wakes it possible 
for the student, after completinzs the 
flight, to see Where he has flown, find 
out what mistakes he has made, anu dis- 
cuss the probiem with the instructor. 

The originel six Trainers now in the 
service do not have a complete set of 
instruments for iustrvument flying, the 
recording device essential for proper 
instruction, nor provision for simlat- 


ing instrument landing conditions, and it 
is these improvements which will be in- 

gare © bring these Trainers up to 
ate. . 
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77TH PURSUIT SQDii. COMPLETES MANEUVERS 


A most enjoyable and successful week 
was spent in Natchitoches, La., by the 
7?th Pursuit Scuadron oi Sarcsdale Field, 
La. ‘The greater part of the week was 
spent on interception problems. Lieut. 
Puryear proved himself capable and at 
times quite mystifying as a plotting 
board operator, The enemy was intercept- 
ed and defeeted on every cccasioca, for 
which due credit was claimed jointly by 
Lieuts. Puryear and ae: 

---9000---= 


FLYInG BY xESERVE OFFICERS AT OAKLAwD 


The activities of the Air Ccrps Detach- 
ment at the Municipal Airport, Oakland, 
Calif., in connection with flying by Re- 
serve officers, Were augmented by tne de- 
livery of their first BI-9 airplane on 
September 10th. ‘The arrival of thefirst 
basic training plane of this type at 
the municipal Airport affords all Group 
I Air Corps Reserve pilots added incen- 
tive to greater interest in inactive 
flying. 

The new creature," says the News 
Letter Corresoondent, "was fondly eased 
in awong our five encient but loyal 
PT-3A's. The attention of when ph was 
drawn to the apparent consternation of 
these proud old girls and one could al- 
most Vision the PI's turning pale and 
shudder, feeling that the day is not far 
away when they will be relegated to. that 
place where all the good and faithful 
some day nust go." ‘ 

=O U0--— 


AIR DEPOT EAVEN FOR LANGLEY FIELD PLANES 


On September 17th, The Middletown Air 
Depot, Pa., became host to 19 pilots and 
12 enlisted mechanics who arrived from 
Langley Fiela, Va., in 19 airplanes of 
the GHQ Souadron and end Base Scuadron 
of that statior. This visit was oc- 
casioned by the arrival of a hurricane 
off the Virginia Capes which threatened 
to flood Lanzley Field. 


---000--- 
LIVE BOMBING PRACIICE PHOTOGRAPEED 
T.anel aw 


The 20th Photo Section, Langley Field, 
Va., made photographs of the live bomb- 
ing practice of the cOth Bombardment 
Sokeirsn. On the lloo-lb. mission, Lt. 
Rogers was pilot; Lieut. Sutherland, 
bomber, and Master Sergeant Leiby, ohoto- 
grapher. Lieut. G.E. Williams Was pilot 
on the 600-1lb, mission; Lieut. Glantz- 
berg, bomber, and Staff Sergeant Taylor, 

hotographer. On the 300-16. missio 
ieut. Sutherland was pilot 
Bomber, and Staff Sergeant 
grapher. 


Major Giles 
Bolend, photo- 


-3- 





MODERN EQUIPMENT AT A.C, TECHNICAL SCHOOL 


It may be of interest to graduates as 
well as to prospective students to icnow 
that the course for Airplane Mechanics 
at the Air Corps Technical School, 


| Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., is proba- 
| bly better supplied at this time with 


modera equipment for instructional pur- 
poses than at any other time since this 
course was inaugurated, 

In addition to the many smeller sec- 
tionalized components used to demon- 
strate specific features, the following 


| complete airplanes end engines are ia 





use: 
Airplanes: 
3 Bl-2k o& O-19B 
1 P-6A 2 A-11 
1 PeleD 1 A-1l2 
2 P-cos 1 A-17 
1 XP-c9B 1 B-10 
1 Fs-c2A4 1 Xb-14 
Engines: 
Pratt & Whitne; Wright 
19 K-1340 T X&-1510 
6 R-1540D € R-1750 
& SR-1340D 12 2-1820 
1 R-1840 Curtiss 
1 V-1070-Ch 
19 V¥-1570 


These airplanes and engines are used. 
exclusively for school purposes, and with 
the exceotion of the PE-2A, A-17, B-10 
and Xe-14 which are assigned to the uwodel 
Flight, are "not to be flown," 


Ay ILL WIND, ETC. 


An item released to the press by the 
Bureau of Aeronawtics, Navy Department, 
is to the effect that one of the pilots 
of VB=-1 Scuadron, ou landing at the 
field at Tucson, Arizona, turned rather 
sharply to the right at the end of his 
roll. The result was the customary 
broken Wing end wheel. On walking up to 
the Army hangar he was met and profusely 
thanked by a suall boy who Biss the 
results of a Winning bet. Al ttle in- 
vestigation disclosed the fact that a 
rezular practice is indulged in by the 
Children who haug around the airport of 
betting on whether a plane will ground 
loop or not on landing. The odds are 
even, it was further found, It seems 
the winds on the field change quite 
radically and very ouickly. A locel 
civilian poeuey, asserted that Tucson 
has the ground-loopingest field in the 
country. 0 


With the return of the 4th Observation 
+ agg 0 from Bellows Field on September 
oth, the 5ta Composite Group oe eted 
its seasonal field training, While in 
the field, the training of enlisted 
neriad, Gapnere pron Fn yes pi ehes ot en 
as training of gro antiw-aircr ma- 

err Am V-7ill, A.c., 














chine gun crews. Pistol practice, in 
accordance with the reouirements of 
Head:uarters hewaiian Department, Was 
also accomplishea by all rencs. 
---000--- 

AIRPLANES MAINTENANCE AT LUKE FIELD 

The newly organized Group Maintenance 
Department, Sth Composite hg Luixe 
Field, T.H., established for the purpose) 
of performing 20 and 40-hour inspections | 
on Phe Bele airplanes, began to Tunction) 


” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


on August 24th, under the direction of | 
Captain Signa ih. Gilkey, who was trans- | 


ferred from the command of the 4th Obser+ 
vation Souadron to this important posi- | 
tion. Much is expected from this new or 

anization, which was adopted largely on) 
he recommendations of Captain Delmar H. 
Dunton, Ena:ineering Officer at Hamiitca 
Field, who recently returned to that sta 
tion after spending three months at luxe! 
Field iaxtsek tian: tee engineering and 
piloting personnel of the Group In the 
assembly, maintenance and operation of 
the recently ae Se 

--=—-0U0--= 


MOVING OF SHOPS AT wILDLETOWN AIx DEPOT 
The gradual moving of the Air some 
shops at the Liddle»own Air Depot, vre., | 


is progressing steadily. A total of 45,| 
of the Depot shops were moved into the 
| 


| 
| 
| 


new location and the rewainder is follow 
ing rapidly. It is estimated that 
another month should see the entire 
ecuipment movec. and each department 
functioning 100% in its new quarters. 

Many discouragirg deleys were encoun- 
tered in the construction of the new 
shop building. The two greatest factors | 
of dclay were the many difficulties ex- | 
perienced in obtaining the new machinery | 
fer the shops and the flocd of the Sus- | 

ehanna River early this past wt $ | 
when several feet of water covered the 
floor and caused the wooden. block paving 
of the shops proper to swell and buckle. 
While many of the blocks could be used 
a the expense of repaving the 
floors was cuite large. 

Ground was broken on May 24, i934, and 
the first steel was erected on July <Oth 
of that year. The new shops have oetter 
than five acres of floor space, same 
being erected at a contract price of 
~679 , 000 


| 
| 
| 


ee ea 


The officers and men of the 77th Fur- 
suit Souadron returned to Barksdale 
Field at the end of the maneuvers and in- 
pastes fend aha tet. Dee a of 
ground gunnery. Closely press- 
ed by ebveral others, Flying Cadet 
Chester W. Cecil ot reeeens seems to be - 
be the best shot of this crganization. 


: ---000--- 
The News Letter would like to hearfrom 
National Guard Division Aviation units. 








| Lieut. Colo: : 
| mander of the cOQth Pursuit Group, and 


IPB- 


grosagnagaes. 


MANEUVERS BY 79TH PUNSUIT SQUADIOw 
monday, Jugust 17th, found the 79th 


J 

Fursuit Squadron, stationed at Barksdale 
Field, Shreveport, La., proceedins to 
and occupying the field camp at the 
Municipal Airport, Natchitoches, La. 

Conmanded by Major Carlton F. Sond, 
Air Sores the detachment consisted of 
eight officers, five flying cadets and 
66 enlisted men, The trucx convoy under 
the command of the "Genial Doctor," 
Captain Robert E. Lee, Medical Corps, 
arrivea at 10:00 a.m. 

At noon When the twelve P-26 airplanes 


arrived, the camp Was completely organ- 
| ized and a piping hot lunch was awaiting 


the pilots. 
The camp 


~ 


wes visited the next day by 
onel Liliard F. Harmon, com- 


his Adjutant, Lieut. McConnell. 

There was both Work and play at the 
Camp, and swinming was the most povular 
aBOPs Camp Was oroken very quickly and 
effectively, the tents were packed and 
the airplenes were on their way home by 
nine o‘clociz on the morning of August 
eend. 

---000--- 
NO TROUBLE LANDING AT WEE FIELD 

The landing mat at Luke Field, T. 
is now bigger. and better than ever, 
having been tg parr gg by 500 feet and 
widened by 100 feet, making a landing 
mat 3,000 feet by 400 feet. In addition 
to being enlarged, it has been tasteful- 


“Tr 
_ 
ane 


> 


_ly decorated by the addition of an elab- 
orate system of longitudinal and trans- 


verse lines, topped otf with a pleasing- 
ly symmetrical circle in the center. The 
News Letter Correspondent ‘Sarg the chief 
artist responsible for tunis work, lst 
Lieut. Robert W. Warren, is deserving of 
commendation. 

---000--- 


RSUIT RECEIVES QUOTA OF P3-2A's 


The 35th Pursuit Squadron, Langley Field, 
Va., having received its quota OF ten new 
's from the factory, is rapidly be- 
coming familiar With the maintenance and 
a of the new equipment. The 
qguadron is engaged in ground gunnery at 
resent, and all pilots have expressed sat- 
isfaction in the Way the new airplanes per- 
torm on the guanery range, 


---000--= 
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35TH PU 


As part of a test for the Commanding Gen- 
eral of the 3rd Corps Area, the znd Photo 

Section, Langley Field, Va., made a photo- 
-raphic mosaic of Fort Meade, Md., cover- 
ing 36 square miles, for lithographic re- 

roduction. A K-3B camera was used at 
46, 000 ft. altitude, aud 164 exposures 
Were required to cover the area. Li. Odom 
was the pilot, and Mir.Sgt. Leiby the 
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LAwGLEY FIELD BOMBING PERSOn\EL In SHCOND ARMY MANEUVERS 


/ 
/ #S the Ond Army Maneuvers came | 
fic @ close, the Sad Bonbard- 
yi # meut Group, with. a feeling of | 
y ¥f pride, looks back over the 
—— several missious which it con-| 
tributed to the Maneuvers as a Wiocle. | 
These missions are brievly suumarized 
and outlinec_in the following paragraphs: 
On August lst, flight echelons of the 
49th and 96th Bombardment Souadrons, con- 
sistinz of eighteen B-10B eirplanes, and 
led by the om Commancer, Lieut. bolo- 
nel Charles B. Oldfield, departed from | 
ys Ficld at 6:00 a.m., and executed | 
& sinulated bombing assault on Chanute 
Field. ‘The attack was made precisely at 
the scheduled time. After a brief stop 
at Chanute Field for lunch and servicing 
the ships, the Group proceeded to Self- 
ridge Field for the nizht. On the fol- 
lowing day, with support of Attack units 
from barksdale Field, the Group assault- 
ed the enemy ground forces at Fort Knox, 
Ky., and then proceeded to Patterson 
Field, The return flight to Langley 
Field was made tae following day. 
On the nicht of August 7 a d-plane | 
formation from the 49th Souadron made an | 
attack on Fort Knox. Because of incle- 
ment weather, it Was necessary to aban- 
don the original plan of leaving Langley 
Field in. late afternoon, assaulting Fort 
Knox, and then continuing to Patterson 
Field for the night. Instead of this ar- 
rangement, three planes, led by Captain 
C.V. Haynes, Commander of the 49th Souad- 
ron, took off from Langley Field at 2:30 
p.m., direct for Patterson Field, arriv- 
ing there at 6:00 p.m. After dark, the 
flight left Patterson Field and proceed- 
ed to Fort Knox. The aporoach to the 
mythical target was made at an altitude 
of 15,000 feet with ruaning lights turn- 
ed off, as an attack was anticipated 
from ground forces, which consisted of 
two reziments of anti-aircraft artillery. 
The run ten ae pte ich gag Bagh oy A gg es 
and, as predetermined, the flight leader 
released a flare over the target and 
turned on his running lights Before be- 





ing picked up by the searchlights. 
n August 9th, Lieut. Colonel Oldfield 
led a formation of 15 B-10B airplanes, 


consisting of flight echelons of tae 
96th and 49th Scuadrons, from ley 
Field to Selfridge Field, tie ory to 
an aerial review over the Allegan area. 
This review took place the following day, 
and Was very successful. Attack units 
from Barksdale Field, Pursuit from Self- 
ridge Field, and the 15 airplanes of the 
end Bombardment Group participated in 
this demonstration, 

An interesting part of the Second Army 
Maneuvers Was performed by the 96th Bom- 
bardment Souadron on August 13th at 4:30 
P-i. _Three B-10B airplanes, led by Cap- 

ain R.E, sugent, departed from Langley 





: 


By the News Letter Correspondent 


| forces coucentrated in the A 


ground 
egan Area. 
Weather conditions Were none too zood. 
Due to an opaque haze, visibility was 
very poor. 

The Wing positions were flown by Liecuts. 
Simenson and Armstrong, and the naviga- 
tion for the flight was performed by 
Lieut. Joe miller. | 

Each ship was equipped with oxygen for 
high altitude operation, and the orders 
called for an attack on the Allegan Area 
at an altitude of 20,000 feet. Despite 
the surface heat, the men were forced to 


Field to attack by night meer 


don their heavy winter flying equipment. 
The formation climbed to 10,000 feet and 


headed towards the objective through the 
thick haze. Thunderstorms were encoun- 
tered and the three planes were separat- 
ed shortly after leaving Langley Field. 
By radio instructions, eacn ship flew 
by instrument and maintained a neading 
of 300%. By the tine C Custer was 


| reached, the Weather had improved, and 


at this point the three ships were re- 
assembled just below the clouds. The 
trio then climbed up through the clouds 
individually, assenbled, and headed to- 
werds the target. By skillful naviga- 
tion the formation glided down through 
the clouds, breaking through directly 
over the target at an altitude of 3,900 
feet, and the flares were released at the 
designated time. After maneuvering 

about in that vicinity and working with 
the searchlights, the flight proceeded 
to Seliridge Field, arriving there near 
midnight, after having revained in the 
air for over seven hours. A check of 
gasoline showed that each pilot had 
engae® left for over two more hours' 
flying. 

It is obvious that this mission was 
successfully executed under adverse con- 
ditions wita a high degree of accuracy 
and precision. much credit is due tiose 
who participated. 

The last mission to be flown in con- 
nection with the Second Aimy Maneuvers 
was an aerial review over the Allegan 
Area. The cnd Bombardment Group furnish- 
ed i8 B-10B airplanes for this review, 
composed. of flight echelons of six air- 

lanes each of the 96th, 49th and 20th 

ombardment Scuadrons. The formation was 
led by Lieut. Colosel Oldfield end depart- 
ed from Langley Ficld for pense ioge Field 
on the morning of August 19th. e re- 
view took poses on Ausust 20th, after 
which the Group returned to Langley Field. 

One of the interesting features of this 
mission was the simulated landing through 
the clouds upon return. The following 
conditions Were assumed: 

1. That the ceiling at Langley Field 
was 600 feet. 

&. That the top of the clouds was at 


3,000 feet. 
e V-7111, A.C. 
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Was carried out in accordance with the ior two minutes, at 150 m.p.h., above 
followia: instructions texen from the the clouds. The flignt leader will con- 
Operations ..cworandcum: tinue on a course of 73° at 150 m.p.h. 

a. Group Commender will approach for two mimes. 
Langley Field on the worth leg of the f. Exactly two minutes after the sig- 
radio beam, flying a course of approx#- | ual from the flight leader has been given 
mateiy 169°, at 5,000 feet eltituce,un- | to open formation, each airplane of ihe 
til the cone oi silence is reached. | flight will fly a compass course of 73 


With these assumptions, the landing | flight will fly &8° and S8 respectively, 
| 











b. Group Comuender will circle the | descend at 400 feet per minute, at 90 | 
cone of silence in Greup javelin down mepe-h., to an altitude of 300 Leet. ; 
formation, Be:inuing at the tail of the .. tunediately upon descending under 
column, the Group Commander will order the clouds, proceed to Langley Field and 
flights to drop out of formation at two- | lend. Join flight formation if the air- 
minute interva's. planes are visible, if not land individ- 

c. Each flight leader, after leaving way , 
formation, will imnediat ely head on a Under simulated conditions this system 
compass course of 253°and will fly on roved very satisfactory, and it is be- 
this course at 150 m.p.h. for six min- ieved that with a few minor changes it 
utes, losing altitude to top of clouds. | may be adopted by the Group as a stand- 

ad. Flight leaders, after flying for ard indoctrination for landing a forma- 
six minutes on e compass course of 256°, | tion through the clouds. 
rg a a nats ae ws end _ ~---000--- 

@ headin: of 75%. Fiight leaders wi ; , . m8 
— Ryde, - During the mouth of August, the Engin- 
— give rudder sigual to open forma- eering Departmeat of the Sac’ Antonio Air 

10n. ; a Depot oveithauled 20 airplanes anc 56 en- 

g. Upon signal from flight leader to | cites and repaired 21 airplanes nid 15 
Open formation, wo. 2 and wo. S of each en 

-—=—O O--=— 


TRAINING EwLISTED MEN TO SPEAK In PUBLIC 


The News Letter Correspondent from , retical and the practical phases in a 
luke Field, Hawaii, states that_althouzh | brilliant manner. 
the Army has never developed a Dewosthe- | It is the belief of Chaplain wilton 0. 


nes, a scheme is on foct in the Blue and | Beebe, who with his assistant, Private 
Gold Club of Luke Field to cultivate pub- Lloyd D. miller, fathered the Club, that 
lic speakers among the soldiers who will | the screenees of speaking in public 
compete in three-minute talks on profes- | for the ealisted men will not only in- 
sional Air Corps subjects, such as: crease his mental alertness but also his 
What It Takes to be a Good Airplane Me- | capacity as a noncommissioned officer. 
chanic." A prize is to be given to the | In this way the efficiency of the Air 


Winner. The three judges are to be se- Corps can be aided. wmorale is also 

lected from among the Tine chiefs on the greatly aided by the development of tne 

hangar line. professional spirit in the individual 
As the first anniversary of the Blue | soldier. 


and Gcld Club nears, the program commit- ---000--- 


tee, of which Private Lloyd 5. Miller is 
the chairman, states that the gpd of WAVIGATIO.s TRAINING IN 88TH SQUADRON 
guest ppemers will be ae rag y abandon- 





ed, although occasionally it is planned | The 88th Reconnaissance Sqadron, sta- 
to have Air Corps officers who are ex- tioned at Hamilton Field, Calif., has 
perts in their line to lecture on tech- completed the class room Work in Dead 
nical subjects which will benefit direct- | Rec'-oning, and is now taxing up the 
ly the Air Corps soldier. Tus, a pro- theory of Celestial savigation, under 
fessional oe t is to be strengthened the instruction of ist Lieut. Richard C. 
in the Air orpe by using the Blue and Lindsay, Air Corps. ‘The practical appli- 
Gold Club as the medium. cation of both Dead Reckoning aud Celes- 
In furtherance of the professional tial Navigation will be combined in fly- 
spirit, Cageate Sicna A. Gilkey, Souad- ing the assigned missions. 
ron Commander of the 4th Observation _ The ee officer of the 88th, 
Scuadron at luke Field, delivered a tho- (Lieut. Colonel Celvin E. Giffin, Air 


rough and brilliant lecture on the Martin ‘Corps, has the unique distinction of ad- 
B-12A Bomber which has seen service at vancing from the rank of Captain to that 
Luke Field for only a few months. On of Lieut. Colonel while commending the 
August 30th, lst Lieut, Daniel A.Cooper same Squadron. Colonel Giffin assumed 
lectured on Air Corps Communications. As |command of the S8th on March 17,1932, as 
the latter officer is both the Grow ja Ceptain. On March J], 1935, he was ad- 
Communications Officer for the 5th Com- jvanced to major, and on August 26, 1936, 
posite Group as Well as the Wing Radio to Lieutenant Colonel (Temporary). 
chool Officer, he covered both the theo- | 
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ILLINOIS NATIONAL GUARD AIRuEn Iw SSCOND ARMY MANEUVERS 
By lst Lieut. Monro liacCloskey, 
Adjutant, 3érd Division Aviation. 


N August 8, 1936, Major C.A. 
wCElvyain led the flight of the 
// 33rd Division Aviation, composed 
“ of the 108th Observation Squadron, 
108th Photo Section, and 108th Medical 
Department Detachment, from the Municipal 
Airport at Chicago for its two weeks 
field training at © Custer, uaanAgen. 
Ordinarily summer training is held a 
Camp Grant, I1ll., but our locale was. 
changed this year in order to partici- 
pate in the Second Army Maneuvers. 
wormelly, our base Would have been in 
the rear of the front lines, but in view 
of the fact that suitable facilities 
were n0t available we were based at the 
Kellogg Airport, with an advance landing 
field in the Allegan district two and 
one-half miles in the rear of the Divi- 
sion Command Fost. wWe had ten plenes, 
one O-Sl and the rest 0-S8's, two of 
which were Z's. Must of the ships were 
equipped with the new type two-way 
radios. he ships, equipment, and men 





were put to a severe tes during the man- 


euvers, because there were several occa- 
sions When crews worked on 24-hour 
shifts. The total flying time of the 
pilots for the two weeks was Se4 hours 
and 45 minutes, with one pilot havi 
logged 59 hours and 25 minutes, but the 
combined pilot and observer time for the 
same period axounted to 673 hours and 10 
minutes. 

During the Maneuvers in the Allegan 
District we served a three-fold purpose, 
having snips on Division, CORRS» an 
Army observation missions. The planes 
operating on the Division missivns were 
divided into radio ships and drop and 
pick-up message ships. The Corps mis- 
sions were the same type, but the Army 
missions were conducted entirely by 
radio. The Division planes worked with 
the front line troops as well as with 
Division Headquarters, but the Corps 
Planes worked only with Corps headquar- 
ters. Of course, ships were on the ad- 


‘ized Cavalry was to make its first at- 

; tack, we ha onrge in the air assigned 
to Division and orps to report on their 
movements. we Were able, because of the 
headlights on. the vehicles, to report 
the strength, movement and disposition 
of the enemy from the time they left 
their camp. We did this on two succes- 
sive mornings. Our reports Were receiv- 
ed at the Division CP by our own trailer 
receiving the Division messages and by a 
radio mounted on a truck for the Corps 
messages. by means of our radio coumuni- 
cations, General Keehn and his staff 
were able to follow practically every 
move of the mechanized Cavalry. 

One of the greatest factors contritmt- 
ing to the success of our radio commni- 
cation was the construction of a radio 
trailer to be towed by a Chevrolet truck, 
which would be a mobile unit that could 
work with any of our ships in the air, 
an idea conceived by our enterprisi 
snganete officer, Captain W.V. Newhall. 
Although started only a month before we 
went to camp, by dint of strenuous labor 
this trailer was completed. It Was con- 
structed of angle iron, steel tubing and 
plywoud, with a gasoline engine to drive 
the motor generator. We had set up this 
trailer at the Kelloge Airport, but upon 
the request of Division Headquarters it 
was installed at the Division CP. the 
Division Staff were so pleased with its 
——— that a loud speaker was attach- 
ed, so that the two-way conversation 
could be heard by all officers in the 
vicinity. 

One of the other features of the camp 
was the utilization of a photo trailer 
Which the Air Corps iiateriel Division, 
Wright Field, Ohio, had sent up for 
testing. During the one-day war between 
the Send and 33rd Divisions, which took 
place on the Camp Custer area, this 
trailer Was set up outside the Division 





CP. An illustration of how successfully 
this trailer worked may be readily shown. 


vance landing field for command missions.!A telephone message was received at the 


The war really began after the troops 
moved from their concentration areas 
into the concealment zones. We Were 


(Kellogg Airport recuesting photographs 


of a certain terrain in front of the ob- 


: < ieaossve of the Sérd Division. Being on 
able to assist the ground troops by noti- 


he alert, the photo ship took the air 


fying them wherein their emplacements, immediately, and eight minutes from the 
trucks, or men were visible from the air.: time the phone call Was received wet 


From thea on our various assignments to 


the missions took place, and We cooperat- 


ed with all branches of the service. 

One of the most a erage phases Was 
the locating of the lst Cav (jwechan- 
ized). They penetrated through our 
Observation line, but were picked up by 
our ira yg ships anc their entire pro 
reported by Corps observation until they 
reached the bivouac areas. Before day- 


light on the morning on which the mechan- 





prints of the area were delivered to the 
staff officers at Division CP. This was 
Only one instance of how efficiently 
this trailer functioned. Many photo- 
raphs, as Well as mosaics, Were talcen 
uring the Maneuvers, and @ real test 
was made of the photg trailer. Ina 
test run, the 108th Photo Section, head- 
ed by Lieut. Roscoe Burley, turned out 
$16 prints in one hour's work. 
(Continued on page 9 ) 
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j/NB_of the fifty odd military meteo- 
rolosical stations sirategically 
located throughcut tue United 
States and its possessions daily supply- 
ing detailed weather information an y 
ing conditions to the fighting forces ol 
our country is the Meteorological Sta- 
tion maintained and operated by the Sig- 
nal Corps at Hamilton Field, Marin Coun- 
ty, Calif. : ; 
heading the local organizevion which 
consists of two commissioned officers, 
two noncommissioned officers and four 
Other enlisted men, is Major Walter B. 
Hough, Air Corps, as Post Meteorological 
Officer. The Assistant Meteorological 
Officer is Lieut. Favold H. Bassett, Air 
Corps, a recent graduate or the course 
in Meteorological Forecasting at the 
California Institute of Technology, who 
has direct supervision of the Forecast 
Section of the Station. : - 
e and my HT the 
Station is Staff Sgt. 





In active charg 
operation of the 


Walter J. pone esg Signal Corps Meteorol- 
nc 


ogist, recently harge of the Crissy 
Field Station at the Presidio of San 
Francisco, Calif., before its abandon- 
ment as a landing field several months 
aco. Sgt. Olszowy revlaces Sgt. William 
S. Giles, Signal Vorps meteorologist, in 
charze of the Eamilton Fielc Station for 
the ens year and a half, who after 
eigh 
rious posts throughout the Army, is re- 
turning to civilian life the latter part 
of September. 

The station personnel is completed 


years of meteorological work in va- 


WEATHER FOR THE ARMY 
geant William S. 
Hanilton Field, Calif. 


Giles, 


j;altitudes above the earth's surface in 
|order that they may take advantage of 
i'more favoradle winds for flying. These 
| soundings are taken with a free pilot 


fiy-; balloon ef rubber inflated to rise at 


| the epproximate rate of 200 yards per 
minute. A theodolite, an instrument 

| somewhat similar to a surveycr's transit, 
;is trained on the balloon, and it is fol- 
lowed by an observer, who at the end of 
each minute relays the readings of the 
elevation and azimuth enzles to an obser- 
ver in the station by telephone. The ob- 
server in the station plots the positions 
of the balloon at the end of each mimte, 
jend from the plots extracts the wind 
speed and direction by the use of a pro- 
tractor. Wind speeds and directions well 
Over an altitude cf 50,000 feet have been 
determined. This is much higher than our 
present day airplanes have been able to 
attain. ‘These winds after being deter- 
mined are reported to the radio station 
|for transwission by broadcast, end are 
sent out by teletype also. 

At 7:00 a.m. eaca day, a consolidated 
'reoort is received from Washington show- 
| ing the Weather in code form from well 
over £50 stations in the United States, 
;Canada, Mexico, Cuba, Alaska, and cer- 

tain islands in the Pacific, and from a 
number of ships on both the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans Which take meteorological 
observations. All pertinent weather 
data is included from each station, and 
this information plotted on a map. On 
| this completed map is shown the disposi- 
ition of the various pressure areas and 





with Private Fraacis T. McHenry as Assis- the locations of the various frontal 


tant Forecaster, and Privates 
William A. boutillier, wacrodt 
vate Lynn 3. Robson as Junior : ' 

Observations of all meteorological = 
nomena such as sky conditions, regarding 
cloudiness; unsettled conditions of 
weather; ceiling heights, cetermined by 
visual observations during the day and 
by the use of the ceiling light preject- 
er and clinometer at nights; temperature 
and dew point of the air; direction and 
speed of the surface wind from anemone- 
ters and the barometric pressure withthe 

ressure tendency of ci € are some of 
he data included in the ouriy reports 
which are distributed by the radio and 
Department of Commerce teletype system. 
Veice radio-broadcast of these weather 
reports are made at five and thirty-five 
minutes after the hour shrouzhout tue 
twenty-four hours daily, advising pilots 
and others of the existing Weather con- 
ditions at the field. 

In addition to the above reports of 
weather, upper air soundings are made at 
eight and ten o'clock in the morning and 
at noon each day 


and Pri- 
dbservers. 


to furnish pilots With 
directions and speed of winds at various 


ie 


lst Class, 


lines of the air masses from which the 
forecaster is able to make his forecast 
cr prediction of the weather that may be 
expected in the immediate future. From 
this completed map, pilots are enabled 
to picture in a detailed manner the 
weather conditions that they may expect 
to encounter along any airway and are 
informed of unfavorable conditions such 
as adverse Winds, storms and low ceil- 
ings, fog areas and so forth, as well as 
areas in which they can expect favorable 
weather and advantageous Winds at vari- 
ous levels. 

Statistical meteorolozical records are 
maintained at all times so as to be avail- 
able to those desiring information as to 
seasonal and normal values. A complete 
knowledge of current and statistical. 
meteoroLogy enables the proper authori- 
ties to take the necessary measures in ad- 
vance to protect supplies, equipment, 
provide shelter for both troops and ani- 
mals, make ample preparation to provide | 
against enemy gas attacks, as well ‘as 
providing information of weather which 


would be favorable forattack on the 
enemy by either land or air. 
V-7111 , A. C. 




















HOWORS FOk CHANUTE FIELD INSTAUCTOR 


At the International Convention of the 
Phosogregiers Association of America, — 
held in Chicago, Aucust 24th to eSth, mr. 
Harold Hedger, Senior Instructor, Ground 
Photo Division, Department of Fhotogra- 
phy of the Air Corps Technical School at | 

hanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., had three | 
of his pictures accepted by the Jury of 
Selection for hanging in the picture ex- 

hibit of the Convention, 

One of these pictures attained a posi- 
tion of honor in the prize class by the | 
award of a Blue Ribbon in the commercial | 
classification, Any place in the pic- | 
ture exhibit must be won in open conpeti- 
tion with all photographers in the worid,| 
as the Convention is Internaticnal. Sev- 
eral thousand pictures are submitted | 
from all parts of the world. The prizes,| 

| 





| 
' 


Which include the mecal and Blue Ribbon 
Winners, are awarded among the fifty 
best pictures. A 

The picture which won the Blue Ribbon 
Was a field artillery piece in action at 
night, the photugraph tself being made 
by its own lizsht, namely, the flash of 
gunfire. The officer in command and the | 
gun crew are all plainly visible. The 
pictures awarded the honor of Bang ing in | 
the exhibit Were also interesting. ne 
Was an example of the circular symmetric- 
al composition in an exterior coumercial | 
subject, a system of scaffolding used in| 
the repair of a smokestack being select- | 
ed to exemplify this feature. The other | 
picture, an example of night aces | 
made with the eid of nothing more than a, 
e-cell pocket flashlight for the illuzin 
ation, was uf a subject very common in 
the Southern States but somewhat rare in: 
Illinois - an ugly cactus which blossoms | 
only at night; the very beautiful flower 
it gives is sometimes !rnown as "Star of | 
the East." 

All three of the above mentioned pic- | 
tures are typical of the varied icincs of | 
work a photogrepher may be called upon | 
to do at any time and are in line With | 
instruction at the Air Corps Technical 
School. 

Mr. Hedger was gh eg as Instructor 
in Photography, U.S. Army Air Corps,with 
assignment to éhanute Field, in larch 
1931, and is a graduate of the Illinois 
College of Photography. This occasion 
marks the secohd time Mr. Hedger has won 
international honors, the first at the 
Convention in 1932, 8 

~~-0Q00--~- 


Illinois Airmen in Second A ianeuvers 
(Continued from Page 7 Y: 

The enemy air corps interrupted the 
Work at the airdrome on its daily visits 
by subjecting us to a gas attack, but it 
did us no harm. We returned home ust 
eend, War-worn pay fit pag f but well pleas- 
ed over an exceedingly interesting and 
instructive camp. 





| By means of the air trainer 


; controls 
‘the front cockpit uf the airplane under 


| different frequency beacons. 


ail. 





THE ALR TRALIWER 


A new device, known as an air traiuer, 
has receutly been developed at the Air 
Corps Materiel Division, Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, for the purpose of instiuct- 
ing students While flying in the art of 
flying aud lendinz by iastrument alone 
Without the use oz: the radio range beacon 
and truck equipment usuaily employed in 
instrument flying and landing. The need 
of such equipment is apparent when it is 
realized that a large number of students 
at a training center could net without 
great danger make practice flights under 

he hood with all of them using the same 
standard radio landing ecuipment and tui- 
ing in on the same radio range beacon, 
t is pos- 
sible to simulate actual instrument fly- 
ing aad landing conditions. 

ane ecuipment consists of two sets of 
one fur the student, seated in 


the hood, the other for the instructor 
in the rear cockpit. The former set has 
@ radio compass indicator and marker 
beacon flasher, and a frecuency selector 
so that the student may tune to different 
frequencies and sea receive the sig- 
nals that would normally be heard from 
The student 
tunes tu the frecmuency desired, which is 
indicated by visual signal on the in- 
structor's panel. The instructor in 
turn throws a switch to correspond to 
this frequeucy Which uperates the cor- 
rect keying device for setting up the 
radio range beacon sigaals with the cor- 
responding station identification. 

the instructor's control box includes, 
in addition to the frequency selector, a 
radio compass control, radio range beacon 
control, radio range volume control, 
ultra hich frequency visual marker 
beacon light switch, a polarity reversin 
switch, marcer beacon selector ewitch,and 
marker beacon volume Control. Another 
unit mounted on a vibration abdsorbine 
gear contains an oscillator for proticing 
the audio frequency used on the radio 
range beacon and instrument landing sys- 
tem. A second oscillator provides audio 
frequency for the eudio marker beacon. 
this unit also contains the keying device 
for —— the beam of five radio 
range beacons and four audio fremency 
marker beacons, The equipment is so con- 
structed that it can easi y be placed in 
any type airplane and can be transferred 
from & primary trainer to a Bomber in a 
few mimaites' time. 

With this type trainer, a ee may 
secure the necessary flying ime and at 
the same time become proficient in the 
instrument flying and landing systems 
5 essential for safety in modern 


ent. 
S 
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Ax EXCITING InITIATIO.u | 





Initiations into the mythical Caterpil- 
ler Clud haviu; become @ rataer comnon- 
place occurreace Within recent years, it 
seems that nowadays most Oi those jolnig 
this Order have very little to say re- 


gerding their great adventure - their ex-| 


erieuce and reactions while taking 
leave of their airplanes in the extreme 
emergency and trusting to their para- 
chutes to ease them down safely to terra 
firma. 

Once in a while a report comes in from 
a new member which narrates a story of 
compelling interest. Such a report Was 


recently received from Flying Cadet Lloyd’ 


rs 


Eyre, of the 49th Bombardment Souadron, 
ong Air Force, Langley Field, Va. 
adet Eyre was f ying in a sopbing : 
lane at 10,000 feet altitude over 
enbigh, Va., and Was accompanied by 
Private Miarvin S. Cranfill, of the same 
organization. He states that he had 
banked the airplane to the right slight- 


ly, and then nosed down about <5 degrees 
into a pemer~on dive. "The airsvee 
slowly increased to 2<0 miles per hour," 


he said, "at which time I eased the 
throttles back to full off position. As 


I did that, the rudder pedals started vi-; just hanging there limp. 


brating at a high rate of speed. Know- 
ing the plane was in a eg condi- 
tion, I pulled back steadily on the 
stick to try to level up, but the eleva- 
tors didn't seem to have much effect. 


After six or seven seconds, during which 


the vibrating got worse, everything seem- 


ed to let loose. I didn't know it then, 

but the rear half of the fuselage had 
snapped off right through the rear cock- 
it and thrown my passenger, Private 
ranfill, out into space. 

The part of the pan I was in whipped 
Over to an upside down position. As it 
did so, all I can remember is hearing 
what sounded like glass breaking, au 
the ship vibrating ronan 4 before I 
passed into unconsciousness with a hope- 
less sickening feeling. It seemed to me 
that I instantly came to and realized . 
that I was wairli 
ed spin. Actually I had fallen about 
3,000 feet with the wreckage before re- 
gotning consciousness, during which time 

he wings had snapped off just beyond 
the motor mounts. But I dida't know the 
plane had gone to pieces. I thought it 
Was still all intact, except possibly 
the rudder. 

I haven't any odea what speed the 
motors were turning at this time. I 
seemed to be spinning so fast I couldn't 
see anything. All I could think of Was 
to get out of the plane and get out 
quick. Due to pele pressed sgainst the 
hood with considerable force 2 
little trouble reaching the latch. When 
I pulled it, the hood opened easily. 
Then when I reached down and unlatched 
my safety belt, I shot out of the cock- 


ne dizzily in an invert- 


10- 


wTO THE CaTon’ILLAR CLUB 


;pit like a rocket. I went so fast that 
|i can't remember leaving the plane at 
}all. The next thing I knew Was that I 
;Was out in space, spinning in every con- 
i ceivable direction, with ny arms and 
legs outstretched to the limit. After a 
| second or two, 1 tried to bring ny right 
‘hand over to pull the rip cord. But it 
‘wasn't as easy as that. I could bend ny 
‘arm at the elbow, but I seemed to be 
‘helpless in getting my hand across my 
| chest. 
| I tried once, then twice, and the 
| thira time I was getting a little excit- 
ed. I managed to get my hand where the 
| ripcord should normally be, but it 
i'wasn't there. Then I made a frantic ef- 
sfort and reached clear around under ny 
left arm. It was there alright and, be- 
lieve me, I got it. I yanked it with 
/ such force that it flew out of my hand 
'as it came free and Went sailing off to 
' one side through space. 

I was watching it go, with a satisfied 
| gleam in my eye, Wnen all of a sudden, 
|without any warning, 1 cot jerxed up 
iwith a terrible jolt. For @ second it 
| took all the energy out of me. I was 
Then I lodced 


‘up, and there was the good old chute 

| Fappling in the breeze and working per- 
| fec iy. I looked on past it to see if 
I could see the plane 


enyehers. I can't 
‘describe the strange feeling I had when 
i saw thousands of small pieces, none of 
| them over two or three feet in dianeter, 
| hurtling down through the air, 

| I had cleared the plane at about 6,000 
|feet, and my chute opened at about 5,000 
|feet. But I didn't know then that the 
|main piece, the piece I had been in, hit 
| the ground about tie time my chute open- 


|; ed. IJ sat there in a daze for a little 
| while, wondering what had really happen- 
| ed. i had been thrown clear out of the 


| Zone of falling pieces, so I didn't have 
| to worry about anything hitting my chute. 
| Then with a flash I remembered my pass- 
|enger- Where was he? I looked up, and 
there he was about 4,000 feet above me, 
safely riding his chute down. I felt 
better then and relaxed a little. Then 
another thought. flashed through my mind, 
and I fairly froze. where was I going 
to land? Was 1 going to come down in 
water? 1 had just been flying over the 
James kiver a few minutes te ay The 
thought made a cold chill run through 
me. i finally managed to bend my neck 
and look down. Waat a relief that was 
to see good dry ground below me. 

Again 1 relaxed, and as I looked 
around I saw cars oo along the 
roads and people standing out beside 
then. asgebeanty they were watching the 
excitement. Then I noticed my chute 
Wasn't behaving very well. I was swing- 
ing violently from side to side, describ- 
V-7111, a.c. . 























ing an arc of about 90 degrees, with me it was jerked severely when it opened. hy 
as the pivot. I wondered if there wes next thought was to find the ship, and 
any chance it would go so far over that (saw it falling in numerous pieces. As Il 


it would fold up. Each time it would jneared the ground I thought about land- 
start swinging from one extreme position ‘ing with my legs and body as limp as pos- 
to the other the inside edge of the sidle so as not to breax any bones. 

chute would sort of cave in. Several ‘also tried to slip my chute so as to 


times it swung so far over it scared me. ‘land in an open space, but failed in 

I was still a long ways from the ground, this and landed in a tree. I suffered 
and I didn't want it to fold up yet. So j/no ill effects or injuries due to the 
I reached up and took hold of the lines | jump." 
eud started see-sawing against the swing-| 

ing wotion. That worked fine. Within a | 

few seconds I had it quieted down nicely.! PICK-UPS FROM ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 
And thea without any warning, it sudden- | 


---000--- 


ly started swinging crossways to the Way | Colonel Eugene H. Lohman, Air Corps, 
it had been going. i \who was stationed at larch Field, River- 
I reached around and got hold of ano- | gide, Calif., has been assigned at Xelly 


ther set of lines and stupped the swing- ‘Field Texas, as Assistant Vomnandant of 
ins. But each time I would stop it one [the Advanced Flying School. He replaces 
Way, it would start the other way. I j|Major Woicott P. Hayes, Air Corps, who 
looked down, and we were still a couple has been assigned as Air Officer of the 
of thousand feet . It scemed that we ‘Fourth Corps Area. 
were just hanging there in space, rock- | --- 
in¢ My arms gut suv tired 1 couldn't ' The anxiety of the students to be away 
pull any more, so I gave it up as a bad /on the extended avigation flizht to 

ob and let it rock. Strange, but it ‘waich they have looked forwerd through- 

idn't seem to rock very much after that.; out the year of their training was 

Then I looked duwn again. i was about , strained sumewhat whea contimied rains 
a thousand feet high now, and 1 could ‘held them at Kelly Field for several 
see I was falling pretty fast. i looked days. However, the long awaited dreak 
to see where I was going to land. I Was jas come and they are now testing their 
headed straight fur the middle of a heavy; instructor's aoility - end patience - 
patch of timber. I couldn't tell waich (to teach them sow to find, unaided, 
way I was drifting, so 1 pulled down on their way from here to there and back. 
one side of tne chute to try to guide it | bitten 
Over toward the edge of the timber. ' The complete reorganizetion of the 
was down to taree or four hundred feet ‘post has beea completed and, with the ex- 
now, and my e.forts at guiding the ciute!cention of routine troubles of housing, 
hadn't helped at all, so I let go of it. !messing, etc., the post is once mere op- 
As I looked down, taose tree tops locked erating in normal fashion. Training op- 
like big needles sticking up. J woncer-/| erations were suspended for one day only- 
ed which one I_ Was Soe to hit. Taey \Psuy Day - so as not to interfere with 
Were so thick 1 didn't think it possible |the limited time available for the anount 


for the chute to go down through them. jof flying necessary tu graduate the pres- 
But luck was with me 100,, artes I Cauié | ent class on the scheduled date. 
sailing down through an opening not much, ie 
So 5 4 1 i. as mae . > A “ 
bigger than the chute. I Wes trying to | Barring unforeseen interference, the 


look out for tree limbs, but they; fiash- present class at kelly Field will’ gradu- 
ed by so fast I couldn't see them. Then jate on the 7th of October. This eanly 


with a bang I hit the ground and fell (date was necessary by reason of the fact 

ee ® . & leap cn a carpet of pine | Sone rocn must be mate for the incoming 

needles. ; Students from Randolph Field, they dei: 
Cadet Eyre stated that outsice of a | scheduled to cntioadie from the Prisery 


couple of wary sore thigh muscles for (flying School on October 10th and to 
several days he experienced no ill ef- {report to the Advanced Flying School 
fects from the parachute ride. His nose |inmediately thereafter. ~ 

received rough treatwent and he sustala- alae 

ed minor cuts and bruises before he got 


out of the plane. A REVIEW FOR SEXGHAnT HERBERT CASSETY 
Private Cranfill stated in his offici-|_ On August Slst, Albrook Field, Canal 

al report of his paracnute jump that Zone, had its first review in honor of a 

when he was tlirown out after the fuse- retiring enlisted man. Sergeent Herbert 


lage broke at the rear cockpit he was jCassety, e4th Pursuit Scuadron, took a 
surprised to find himself in the air, asjreview of the 16th Fursuit Group parad- 
he had tried to open the cocizpit enclos-jing in his honor. _The News Letter Cor- 
ure and could not do so. "my first respondent, Albrook Field, states: "We 
thought upon finding myself out in the [hereby extend heartiest congratulations, 
air," he said, "was to get my chute open|Wishing him & long retirement and a 
This was accomplished quickly, although |h@opy one. 
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5TH PUASUIT COMPLETES AERIAL GUNNERY to imundate the officers' area to the 
a . |depth of 12 to 15 inches, the 30-day 
Establishin- a record of 81.9 for av- | camp established by the ground echelon 
erege individuel score, the 55th Pursuit | proved satisfactory practically in all 
Smadron, 20th Pursuit Group, Barkedale | particulars, and the permanent personnel 
Field, La., returned from Shushen Airport, remained with only e few changes for the 
in New Orleans as the first souadron in /remainder of the month. 


tae Group to complete aerial gunnery for! The oSth returned direct by air on 
tne year. i September 19th, arriving at Barksdale 
Firing from September <cnd to September |Field about 4:00 p.m. The training camp 


10th, the 55th formed the advance echel- |was cousidered hishly successful by all 


on for the camp, held this year at the j| concerned, and the scores, considering 
Shusiian Airport for the first time. Dur- | the lack of comparative figures due to 
ins the month, firing will have been com- the new method of scoring and he 7 | 


leted, with the 79ta and 77th Scuadrons | Were believed to be Well up in the lea 


oliowin, in that order. | When data on other squadrons become 
Piluts of the Scuadron, under the com- | available. 
mand of wajor Armin F. Herold, left ---0Q0--- 


Barxsdale Field oa September ist, flying | ea : : 
to Shushan via Galvestun, where a short FIELD EXERCISES BY 9OTH ATTACK SQUADHOs 
stop Was made for lunch and servicing. f 
Completing the flight to wew Orleans |_ The 90th Attack Scuadron, Barksdale | 
early in the afternoon, tae flying per- 'Field, La., under che coumand of Captain 
sonnel found a permanent camp set up and! William ». Awis, Air Corps, and consist- 
ready for occupsncy, the ground echelon | ang 0 J officers, 4 flying cedets, 82 
having made the trip on Ausust 3lst and | enlisted men, ana one medical officer 
Septembter lst, with an overnight stop at; end 1] enlisted mea attached, departed 
Baton Reuge, te. |for Fort Crockett, Texas, on September 
Firing started on the morning of Sept- | 7tn to carry out souadron field exercis- 
ember 2nd with the first mission scaedul- ¢s. 
ed at 7:00 a.m. Althouch an intense The movement was made in tWo echelons, 
schedule Was necessary to complete train- air and motor vehicles. ‘Twelve A-17 
ing, and cancellation »f seven missions | Attack airplanes, —— Spare parts, 
due to rain further handicapped the per- | organization equipment, and a ground 
sonnel, the Smaéadron was able to fire | radio set_ were tacen. Gasoline and oil 
six and one-half days of the ten, and iWere available in drums on the airdrome, 
Was able to cualify fifteen men and ful- | and the airpianes were serviced by hand 
fill the training requirements for for- | pumps. 
mation firing. Led by Lieut. William | Tce squadron base Was Spprorenttety 
Eades, Air Reserve, Scuadron Armament | 100 miles from a general hostile front 
Officer, with a record of 141, the fif- {Which Lad been established by a theoret- 
teen pilots established an average mark {ical state of war. With ideal weather 
of 81.9 for record score, individual, and F degatprreae througnout the week's stay, 
74 for formation firing. | two missions per day were flown against 
During the firing periods, the 55th | typical attack targets, with the objec- 
fired a total of slightly over 25,000 'tives in some cases being 200 miles dis- 
rounds of armunition during 71 missions 'tant from the home airdrome. Machine 
and 68 hours of flying. ws«inety-three ‘guns, smoke, 17-pound fragmentation 
tow targets were used, towing time reach- bombs, 100-pound demolition bombs, and 
ing slightly over 90 hours. During the (|nmustard gas Were the weapons used 
firing period, a tctal of only ei ht ‘egainst the uythical enemy, with all ar- 
stoppages Was reported, and only Y9 tar- jmament loadings being simulated. A 
gets were lost due to failure of release |toval of <06 hours was flown by the 
Or towing mechanism and shooting of rope,) souadron in connection with the exercis- 
cable or release. A tremendous inprove- jes. The return to Barksdale Field was 
ment in getting targets successfully orf jmade on September leth, with no casual- 
the ground and onto the tow cable was ities reported other than those inflicted 
shown over past gunnery missions, due in | by the mosquitoes which undoubtedly 
@ great degree to a new system of releas- had enlisted with the hostile forces. 
ing targets developed by Staff Sergeant In future war games it is hoped that 


| 
| 
| 


Arthur ding, Armament Sergeant. Only | these enemy activities will also be sim- 

five targets failed to function perfectlyulated, 

due to faulty functioning of the cable ---000--- 

and release, many times tuat number be- 

ing an average figure for former years. GEXERAL BRETT ARRIVES IW PANAMA 

fuller explanation of Sergeant h 

King's release method will be offered Brigadier General George E.Brett, Air 

after further test by the remainder of Corps, recently arrived on the Isthmus, 

the Group. coming from Bolling Field, D.C., and 
Although a section of the camp had to jassumed command of the 19th Composite 

the Panama Canal Departme 





on the field, which allowed a heavy ses 


be moved due to the failure of a drain Wing, which embraces all Air dd forc- 
es in nt. 
- V-7111, A.C. 

















WIGHT LANDINGS BY 


A new type of light, portable infantry 
searchlicht,has been received by the 
Hawaiian Division and issued on the 
basis of three to each infantry regiment. 
The lights are designed to provide night 
illumination for machine gun targets. 
They are equipped With either glass or 
metal reflectors and are mounted on col- 
lapsible tripods. The lights stand 
about 35 feet above the ground ana are 
activated by battery current. The bat- 
teries for each Light when fully charged 
have a capacity sufficient to keep the 
light burning throughout the hcurs of 
darkness. 

Since many of the outlying LOG 
fields on Oahu are located reasonably 
Close to the beaches defended by infant- 
ry iy goer it was considered desir- 
able to ascertain whether the infantry 
lights would be of value to the Air 
Corps for operations from landing fields 
adjacent to the infantry. The Inter- 
branch Lighting Board cooperated fully 
with the 18th Fursuit Group and sent 
three lights a with metal reflec- 
tors and three equipped with glass re- 
flectors to Wheeler Field for practical 


the personnel to operate the lights. 

One Attack Squadron and one Pursuit 
Squadron ccnducted the test, the Pursuit 
using Pel2's and the Attack A-lz's. Each 
pilot made one landing using the metal 
reflector lights, one landing using the 
glass reflector lizhts and one landing 
using all lights. In all, about ninety 
landings were made. 

The new infantry portable searchlizhts 
were found to be entirely suitable for 
use in the Air Corps. One light is suf- 
ficient to illuminate a landing field. 
The News Letter Correspondent exoresses 
the belief, however, that if used the 
lights should be employed in pairs in 
order to prover for any contingency in- 
cidental to the failure of one Light. 
The beam lies close to the ground and 
has sufficient intensity to illuminate 
a strip varying from ten to fifty feet 
in width, and about 3/4 of a mile lon:. 
He does not believe that the Air Corps 
is interested in procuring any lights of 
this type but thinks that this item 
should prove of interest to Air Corps — 
units occupying airdromes in the vicini- 





test. The infantry regiments furnished 
---0 


ty of ground units ecuipped with the new 
portable searchlights. 


Qo--- 


NIGHT LANDINGS BY HAND SEAKCHLIGHTS 


In connection With night flying train- 
ing of the 18th Pursuit Group, Wheeler 
Field, T.H., an exercise was conducted 
receatly in wnich all pilots of all 
squadrons in the Group made several land- 
ings using only the so-called smokepots 
for illumination. These smoke pots con- 
sisted of an ordinary Wo. 2 tin can, two- 
thirds filled with Waste satureted in a 
mixture of oil and gasoline. The cans 
are laid in a straight line about 100 
yards apart and the limits of the field 
are illuminated by pairs of cans. Con- 
siderable experience with this simplifi- 
ed night landing system has conclusively 
indicated that the smoke pots furnish 
r+ yi lanaty illumination for field opera- 

ons. 

The cans Will always be available, and 
the necessary oil and gasoline is always 
on hand. 

At the conclusion of the last smoke 
por tests, an experiment was conducted 

n landing by hand searchlights. Ten or- 
dinary pocket flashlights were used. 
They Were laid on the grass with the 
light prosecked down wind. The lens 
ends of the flashlights were raised 
above the edge of the ground about 30°. 
The lights were visible only during the 
&@ctual approach for a landing and could 
not be seen from directly overhead or 
from any angle SroMDS. SpE D er ng into 
the wind. iumerous landings were made 
Without difficulty. For actual opera- 
tions a soldier could be stationed at 


eacn hand flashlight. The lights could 
be blinked on only when a plane was ap- 
proaching and extinguished when the plane 
i|had passed the light. "Some of the pilots 
| of the 18th Pursuit Group have suggested 

that the next night landing exercise be 
conducted using matches for illumination," 
says the ews Letter Correspondent, and 
he adds: "It is understood that one 
squadron has gone a step further and is 
training lightning ies." 

-—=—O0U0--— 


CHIEF OF STAFF VISITS SAw AvTOwIO DEPOT 


The San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan 
Field, Texas, enjoyed its first visit 
from General Kalin Craig, the Chief of 
Staff. General Craig, accompanied by 
hiajor General Frank M. Andrews, Command- 
ing General of the GHQ Air Force, Lieut. 
Colonel A.D. Surles and Captain 6.3, Lee, 
ef the Orfice of the Chief of Staff 
Washineton, visited the Army activities 
in San Antonio on September 18th in the 
course of an air tour of GHQ Air Force 
units in the South 238 West. 

--—-—OU0--— 


pac Dushal D. Luchitch, of the Yugo- 
slavian Air Corps, Air Attache to the 
Royal Yugoslav oganten at Washington, 
was a visitor at the San Antonio Air 
Depot on September 18th in the course of 
@ visit to a number of Air Cerps stations 
in the Eastern and Central States. 
V-7111, A.C. 
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COLOMEL MARTIN F. SCANLON 


Colonel Martin F. Scenlon, Air Corps 
now serving on his third detail abroe 
as Assistant Militery Attache ror dir, 
was born at Scrantcn, Pa., dusuet 11, ‘ 
1e89.. He was a student both at the Uni- 
versity of Peansylvania and Cornell Uni- 
versity. : 

Appointed a <nd Lieutenant of Infantry 
on April 24, 1912, he was assigned to 
the 19th Infentry. On March 28, 1916,he 
Was attached to the Aviation Section, 
Signal Corps, as an aviation student and 
reported to the Aviation School at San 
Diego, Calif., for training. He Was 
rated a Junior military Aviator October 
28, 1916. 

transferred tu the Philippine Islands, 
he was on duty from February to October 
1917, as pilot and Commanding Officer of 
the end Squadron at Corregiaor, flying 
Martin seaplanes. 

Returning to the United States in Nov- 
ember, 1917, Colonel Scanlon for a peri- 
od of about e month received instruction 


| In May, 1924, Colonel Scanlon was de- 
‘tailed to duty as Assistant ..ilitary 
|Attache, American Embassy, Rome, Italy, 
'and he remained on this duty until Aug. 
11927, when he Was detailed as a student 
‘at the Air Corps Tactical School, ¢han at 
'uangley Field, Va. Upon his graduation, 
‘he pursued tae one-year course of in- 
| struction at the Command and General 
| Stuff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
which he successiully completed in June, 
1929. He was then again detailed as As- 
|sistant Military Attache, this time at 
' the American Embassy at London Enzland., 
‘Completing four years on this duty, he 
\Was assigned tu Scott Field, Belleville, 
'i11., for duty with the 15th Observation 
'Soeuedron. He served With this orcaniza- 
'tfon until January 14, 1935, and there- 
after, for exactly one year, he was on 
'duty as Commanding Officer of Bolling 
|\Fieid, D.C. 
| a feoruery 6, 1936, Colonel Scanlon 
; returned to ondon, England, for another 
tour of duty as Acsistant Military 


| Attache for Air. 
| 
| 


on Deperdussin controlled vereeee air- ---000--- 
lanes at Kelly Fieid, Texas. Ee Was -- p 
an assigned ” duty et Fort Worth, Texas, LiMUT. COLONEL CARL SPATZ 


In January, 1918, he sailed for duiy 
overseas, and during the period frem 
rere to Aucust, 1918, he took an ad- 
vanced flying course With the British 
Royal Flying Corps at Scamptob, Lincoln- 
shire, England, treining on Avros and oa 
Sopwith Pups re with Gnome, 
Lehhone an Clerze engines. 

From August ¢3 tu September 16, 1918, 
he was on duty as pilot with the Glst 
Mero Souadron in the Toul Sector, flying 
Salmson, Snad and DH-4 planes. From 


September 15 to October 23, 1918, he was | 


Commanding Officer of the Colombey-les- 
Belles Airdrome, flying Spacs and SE-5 
airplanes. . 

Colonel Scanlon was on duty as Coros 
Air Service Commander, 5th army Corps, 
from October, 1918, to March, 1919, dur- 
ing which period he flew Salmson, DH-4, 
Spad and Avro planes. In March, 1919,he 
Was also Corps Air Service Commander, ist 
Army Corps. In tne following month he 
Was a student, Army Center Artillery 
Studies, Treves, Germany, and in May he 
‘WAS on duty at the 3rd Army Air Service 
Hesdquarters, Coblenz gS voy 

‘Upon returning to the United States in 
July, 1919, Colonel Scanlon was assigned 
to duty as Commanding Officer of Bolli 
Field, D.C., and he remained there unti 
August 1922, when he was assigned as 
student at the Air Service Eagineering 
School at McCook Field Dayton, Ouio. 

yr wedge | from the Engineering School 
in August of the following year, he was 
assigned to the Militia Bureau (now 
National Guard Bureau), Washington, D.C., 
&@s representative to the Chief cf hir 
Service. 


| 

| Lieut. Colonel Carl Spetz, Air Corps, 
'aow on duty at end Win: Headqarters, 
|GHQ Air Force, as Executive and Inspector, 
|was born at Boyertown, Fenuua,, June 28, 
!1891. He Was a cadet at the U.S. uwilita- 
|ry Academy march 1, 1910, to June l2 

| 1914, when he Was premere’., commissi2ned 
|a second lieutenant, and assigned to the 
|25th Infantry. He served with this resi- 
imeat at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, from 
October 4, 1914, to October 13, 1915, 
| Detailed to the Aviation Secbion, Sig- 
inel Corps, he Was a student at the Avia- 
tion School at San Diego, Calif., from 
|iwovember 25, 1915, to May 15, 1946, and 
| on duty with the ist &ero Scuadron’ at 
'Columbus, New mexico, from June 15 to 

wovember 1, 1916. He served with the 
Punitive Zxpedition in Mexice under 
|General Pershing. 
| Colonel Spatz was on duty at San 
| Antonio, Texas, With the srd Aero Squad- 
;roa, December 1, 1916, to May 5, 1917, 
| and was in cogunand of the Sth Aero Soad 

ron from may & to July 14, 1917. 

Ordered to raf overseas, he was in 
‘commend of the Jlst Aero Souadron in 
‘France from August 11 to September 17, 

1917; at Aviation Headouarters, Paris, 
September 21 to October 15; at Chaumont, 
ito wovember 15. He was in charge of 

trainiag at the American Avietion School 

t issoudun, France, to August 30, 1918, 

exceot for cne mouth spent at the 
British Front). 

During the time Colonel Spatz was at 
Issoudun, organizing the Aviation School, 
it grew from e few buildings with no — 
course of instruction outlined and no 


t 
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definite plan of organization, to proba- | 
bly the largest aviation school in the 
world. The greater percent of all Amer- 
ican aviators and mschanics sent to the 
front were trained at this scnool. Prac- 
tically qvery pren for the locetion of 
the field and buildings, fcr the methods 
of maintenance and sup ly cf airplanes 
and for system and methods of instruc- 
tion Were drawi up by him or submitted 
to him for approval. 

During the period frcm September 2 to 
el, 1913, he served with the <nd Pursul 
Group at the front, most of *his time 
@s pursuit pilot in the 13th Squadron, , 
romot- 


| 
| 


t | 


'Chief of Air Service. 


‘and 15 secunds, in January, 


30 days. In October cf 1929, he parti- 
cipeted in the Transcontinental Reliabil- 
ity Test Plight. | 

Following his graduation from the Air 
Service Tactical Schovl at Langley Field, 
Va., June 15, 1925, Colenel Spatz was as- 
signed to duty in the Office of the 
He commanded the 
Army airplane “Question Mark," when it 
established a new record in refueling en- 
durance flights ef 150 weeyigh Be minutes 

2 7 ; 

Assigned to station at Rockwell Field, 
Coronado, Calif., in April, 1929, Col. 
Spatz commanded the 7th Bombardment 
Group to October 26, 1931; the lst Bom- 


end shortly before leaving he wes | 

ed to Flignt Leeder. He participated in | bardment Wing to March 15, 1933, at March 
severel Serial combats during the St. Field, Calif.; and up to dune 10 1933, 
Mihiel Drive and Argcnne Forest Fight, he was Executive Officer 2f the ist Bom- 


and was officially credited with having 
shct down two German planes. 

Colcnel Spatz wes awarded the Distin- 
guished Service Cress, the citetion ac- 


bardment Wing. He then returned to duty 
| in the Office of the Chief of the Air | 
Corps, remiss as Chief of the Train- 





Company ing same being as follows: 

"Sor extraordinary heroism in action 
during the St+ Mihiel «ffensive Septem- 
ter 26, 1918. 


Although he had received 
crders to go tc the United States, he 
begged for and received permissiou to 
serve With a pursuit squadron at the 
frent. Subordinating himself to men of 
lower rank, he was attached to a squadmn 
@s & pilot and saw conditions and ardu- 
cus service through the offensive. As a 
result of his efficient work he was pro- 


moted to the pcesiticn «f flight command- 


that another attack was to 
take Dlace in the vicinity of Verdun,he 
remained on duty in crder to take part. 
On the day cf the attack west of tne 
Meuse, while with his patrol over enemy 
lines, a number of enemy aircraft were 
enccuntered. In the combat that follew- 
ed he succeeded in bringing down two 

en Planes. In his ardor and entmsi- 
&em he became separated from his patrol 
while following another caay far Deyond 
the lines. His gasoline giving out, he 
Was forced to land and managed to 1en4& 
within friendly territory. “Throughthese 
ects he became an inspiration and ex- 
ample to all men with whom he was asso- 
. Clated." 

Upon_ his return to the United States, 
Colonel Spatz served as Assistant Air 
Officer of the Western Department at San 
Francisco, from July 29, 1919, to Jul 
13, 1920; as Commanding Officer of Kelly 
Field No. 2, from October 5, 1920, te 
February 4, 1921; as Air Officer of the 
8th Corps drea from April 25, 1921, to 
November, 1921, and as Commanding Offi- 

th t Pursuit Group, Ellington F 
and Selfridge 
ich. , 


Cer of the ls 
Field, Houston, Texas 

Field, Mt. Clemens, M from November 
21, 1921, to September 24? 1924. 

n 4pril, 1919, Col. Spatz was in 
Cherge of a Flying Circus to cover the 
Western States and assist in the Victory 

oan Drive. Flights were made in 27 
Cities, and the Circus was on the road 


er. Knowin 


-15- 


| ing ana Operations Division. 

uring the operation of the air mail by 
'the Army Air Corps, early in 1934, Col. 

| Spatz Was on duty as Chief of Operations, 
| Follewing a year of duty as student at 
'the Commend and General Staff School, 
iFort LeavenWorth, Kansas, Colonel Spaitz, 
|upsn his raduaticon, June 30, 1066,was 
‘assigned to the GHQ Air Force at Langley 
|Field, Va. 


! 


---000--— 
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| AIR FORCE REORGAMIZATION IN PANAMA 

| The News Letter Correspondent from 

|Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, states 

ithat, due to the man protlems peculiar 

| to the Panama Canal Department, the re- 

|} organization of the dir Corps forces 

| there has been somewhat behind that in 

‘the United States. "The problem has by no 

;means been neglected, however," he says, 

i"and after many months intensive study 

; and preparation it is contemplated that 

in the very near future reorganization 
Air Force, the new 


will take place. 
rr Scuadrons for 


“As with the GH 
lan provides for 
| both Albrook and France Fields, and the 
regular tactical squadrons in addition. 
it is felt that the new set-up will 
have many advantages over the old, al- 
though of necessity there are disadvant- 
ages. dAmoag the advantages hoped for 
are greater ease and centralization of 
Post Adminicvrationu, such as guard, fa- 
tigue, etc., and greater ease of mainten- 


ance of gre since almost all men 
in tactical squadrons will be available, 
having few post duties. 

"It will be interesting to see exactly 


what plan is eventually adopted, and we 


hepe soon to be in a position to describe 
the Panama Canal's =e new Air Force." 
—— = re) O-—-— 
Captain Corley P. McDarment, A.C., Was 
oie on the retired list September 30, 
936, for disability incident to the ser- 
vice. He was on duty at Pittsburgh, Pa. 
V-7111, &G 











flight ef eicht A-17 Attack 
/ airplanes scheduled to partici- 
/ pate in the National Air Races 
/] at Los Angeles, California, de- 
parted from Barksdale Field, La., 
at 7:00 a.m, ‘uesday, September 
1936. The first stop Was made at 


1 
Midland, Texas, for gas, and the next 


Was at El Paso, Texas, where the flight 
remained overnight. hotal time to E 
Paso Was five hours and forty minutes. 
The take-off from El Paso Was toward the 
mountains, and the planes climbed over 
in straightaway flight, with ample room 
to spare. 

The remainder of the flight to March 
Field, Calif., was uneventful, with the 
exception of occasional thunder storms. 
The arrival at march Field was made ex- 
actly at twelve noon. The total time 
from El Paso tc karch Field was four 
hours and piri minutes. 

On Thursdey the members of the flight 
assembled in the flight commander's of- 
fice for preliminary instructions. Two 
formations were practiced, one a column 
of flights and the other, the letters 
"LA." “Also, a flight was made to wines 
nig and return to look over the air- 
port. 

The Attack flight moved from March 
Field to idines Field on Friday, Septem- 
ber 4th, arriving at that place at 12:40 


Pee» which was a few minutes prior to 
he arrival of the airplanes of the Ruth 
Chatterton Derby, officially opening the 
Reces. One formation was flown in the 
afternoon. 

On Saturday morning, while personnel 
of the Army flight were assembled in the | 


headouarters teat for page pager a 
sharp crash was heard in the parking 
area occupied by Army, Navy and karine 
airplanes. The engine cf a small raci 
plane had cut out over the field and the 
pilot, in attempting to land, had crash- 
ed into the propeller and radio mast of 
a March Field A-17 Attack plane. The 
racing plane was demolished but the 
pilot was uninjured. 

When the flight took off on Sunday, 
moisture could be seen streaming from 


the nk ge sige’ tips, and by the time it 
reached the end of the field patches of 
fog Were encountered. After forming the 


letters "LA," the fog had rolled in un- 
til it Was impossible for members of the 
flight to see the field, and it was ne- 
CesSary to break up and land at Dycer 
Field, Long Beanh and Merch Field. The 
organization reassembled at Mines Field 
on Monday to complete the scheduled mis- 
sion for that day, after which it return- 
ed to March Field. 

After devoting Tuesday to maintenance, 
the Third Attack Group flight departed |, 
from March Field at 7:00 a.m., Wednesday, 
September 9th, for Albuquerque, New 
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THIRD ATTACK GROUP PARTICIPATES In LOS AwGELES AIR RACES 
by the Barksdale Field Correspondent 


Mexico, by way of Boulder City, Nevada. 
Tea minutes out of March Field, one plane, 

iloted by Lieut. Guilmartin, was forced 

ack to March Field by a loose collector 
ring. The remainder of the flight reach- 
ed Albuquerque at 11:40 a.m., and depart- 
ed for Hensley Field at 3:10 P.\., arriv- 
ing at 8:00 p.m. ‘The return trip to 
Barksdale Field was completed on Thurs- 
day morning. Lieut. Guilmartin arrived 
at Barkedale Field at 1:30 p.m. , Thursday, 
having returned by the southera route 
and remaining overnight at El Paso. 

The total time to and from March Field 
was 168 hours and 45 minutes. the total 
time at the Races was 71 hours and 5 min- 
utes. 

The morale of the enlisted personnel 
was high. Their duties were performed 
in a very satisfactory manner and, in 
addition to maintaining their own planes 
while at the Races, it was necessary for 
at ay start and maintain the Barksdale 
P-26's. 

The Department of Commerce radio facili- 
ties Were used to great advantage on the 
panes trip. Ba ebay France a 

ingman nslow an erque, Kingman 
as use from a distance of over 70 ee: 
Albuquerque and Winslow, from thirty to 
fifty miles. . 
--=—OU0--— 


mISSIONS OF MERCY 


During the past tWo months, the 138th 
Pursuit Group, Wheeler Field, T.H., was 
called upon to transport two appendicitis 
cases from the Kilauea silitary Camp on 
Hawaii to John Rodgers Airport on Oahu. 
The seats on one side of an OA-3 Trans- 
yore Were removed end a stretcher secure- 

and comfortably mounted for the pa- 
tient. In both cases the patient was 
moved safely to Oahu and delivered by 
ambulance to Tripler Hospital for neces- 
sary medical attention. 

On mgaet 26, 1936, during the Hawaiian 
National Guard enc ent at Kawaihapai, 
three men swimming off the north shore 
were Washed out to sea by the current and 
Were unable to get back. The 18th Group 
was called upon for assistance and 
promptly dispatched an A-l2 to the res- 
cue. e 26th Squadron was unable to 
reach the scene in time to deliver life 
jacxets before one of the men had drown- 
ed. The other two reached the shore | 
safely. The 18th Pursuit Group has been 
commended officially for its prompt and 
efficient rescue work: 

~-——O0U0—-—-— 


War Department orders, recently issued 
direct lst Lieuts. Reginald Heber, Jewell 
B. Shields and Cordes F. Tiemenn, Air 
Corps, to proceed to Randolph Field, Texas, 
for duty upon the completion of their 
tour of duty in the Hawaiian Department. 
V-7111, A.C. 
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WAVIGATLON mISSIOWS AT LUKE FIELD | 


Bince the arrival of B-l2A airplanes 
at luce Field, T.H., the organizations’ , 
of the 5th Composite Group have been ac- | 
tive in conducting long-distance naviga- | 
tion missions. With the older type air- 
plenes it Was considered necessary to 
send an auphibian escort plane to eccon- 
pany each cross-weater flight. with the 
newer planes, which are capable of flignt 
Oo one motor evea though fully loaded, 
navigation flights up to sixty miles frum 
land are peru itted to be conducted, and 
sometines even greeter distances. | 

After a series of preliminary naviga- 
tion fli.hts to the northwest of Kauai 
and wiihau, the Sth Composite Group suc- | 
cessfully executed an interception mis- | 
sion Witan the U.S. Army Transport | 
REPUBLIC on September 7th. The Spengpors 
was intercepted While approximately 175 | 
miles from isaicepuu Head, ecuivalent to | 
a half day's steaming. ‘the formation | 
consisted of eight B-l2A's, under the 
command of wajor Idwal H. Edwards, Air | 
Corps. first Lieat. John W. Egan, Air | 
Corps, acted as navigator for the flight.) 
The interception Was scueduled for 2:00 | 
p.m., Honolulu Standard Time, and Was l 
actually effected at 15 seconds past | 
2:00 p.m. After circling the transport | 
at 1,000 feet, the planes returned to | 
Luke Field. | 

Incidentally, one of the passengers 
aboard the transport was Brigadier Gener-' 
al Barton i. Yount, the new Wing Commend-' 
er and Departinent dir Officer. | 

--—--0U0—--— 


wEWV LANGUAGE TO DESCRIBE 





Av AIKPLANE | 


ARMY TEST wAVIGATOXKS LAND AT BaOwwSVILLE 


Heralding a new era in the science of 
air navigation, the Air Corps flying 
laboratory landed at Brownsville, Texas, 
shortly before noon on Septenber “th, 
completins a a across the Gulf of 
Mexico from wew Orleans. 

The purpose of the flight, which steart- 
ed trom Wright field, Dayton, Ohio, was 
to conduct exteaded tests on a combina- 
tien of celestial and dead recisoning nav- 
igation ecuipment on which the Army Air 
er has been Working for some time. 

e crew of the big flying lsboratory, 
a Douglas twin-engined airplane, report 
the tests successIul and, although the 
data obtained during the flight have 
not been entirely reviewed, the results 
of. the flight indicate that a tremendous 
step has been made towards the simpliri- 
cation of air navigation. 

The Army personnel iazing the test 
flight include CaptainsS.i.. Umstead, 
C.J. Crane, Lieut. T.L. Thurlw, Dr. 
S.m. Burka, messrs. A.R. John and Lester 
warks, all stationed at Wrizht Field, the 
Army hir Corps experiuental station. 

---000--- 


Aw AERIAL sEVIEW AT ALBHOOK FIZLD 


Brigadier General Halstead, Pacific 
Sector Commander, and Brigadier Geueral 
George H. Brett, 19th Winz Commander, 
witnessed an aerial review at Albrook 
Field, Panema Canal Zone, on August <9th. 
The entire Pursuit strength of the 


istiums, plus O19 planes of the 44th 
Observation Scuadron, participated. Gen- 


eral Halstead spoxe from the ground to 


; Colonel Fhillips, who Was leading the 


Touching on the ferrying of the first | 
of their C-53's from arch Field to | 
Patterson Field, Fairfield, Ohio, receat- 
ty: the Jews Letter Correspondent from | 
the last naned station describes this | 
Cargo plene thusly: "In many respects 
she resembles a nice, stout, old laiy, 
not fast on the turns but cood on the 
straicht-avey, amiable and comfortable | 
but commanding a certain respect and con-! 
sideration," 

ajor J.G. Williams and master Sergeant: 
Cecil B. Guile Were the pilots on the 
above meutionea ferrying fiight. They | 
reported that the eutomatic pilot func- 
tioned perfectly, and if the trip had 
not terminated when it did they would 
have become a couple of old "xnob tur- | 
ners," 

Extensive training is now being con- | 
ducted With this first cargo carrier in | 
order to qualify the Rergomnes necessary | 
to pilot the Fairfield Air Depot's 
"Silver Fleet." The sews Letter Corres- 

ondent says: "Te rapidity with which 

he new pilots learn to handle this type 





formation. General Halstead was visibly 

impressed With the ease and clarity of 

Coumunication between plane and ground. 
---000--- 


Winz Commander A. Hepburn, of the 


'Koyal Australian Air Force, on a visit 


to several Air Corps stations in the 
United States on his return to Australia 
from a round-the-world journey, visited 
tne Sau Autoaio Air Depot, Duncan Field, 
Texas, On Septeuber 10th, anc expressed 
great interest in viewing the workings 
of this Depot, especially in matters of 
shop, warehouse and ee construction. 
-——=—O oO-=—— 


Upon the termination of their tour of 
duty in the Hawaiian Department, the fol- 
loWinz-named Air Corps officers, in ac- 
cordeace With War Department orders,Will 


‘proceed tothe stations nemed for duty: 


First Lieuts, Douglas m. Cairns to 
March Field, Riverside, Calif.; John G. 
Fowler and Lewis &. Parker to Bolling 
Field, Anacostia, D.C.; Travis KM. 


of airplane speels well for their train- | Hetherington to thamte Field, Rantoul, 

ing and the cualities of the airplane iIll,, and Carlyle W. Phillips and Earl 

itself." 'F, Sicner to Scott Field,Belleville, ill. 
~17- V-7111, A.C. 








WAS:INGTON OFFICE NOTES | 
Major General Oscar Westover, Chief 
of the Air Corps, visited Cleveland 
on September 2lst and attended the 
American Legion Convention. 







Officers who recently roturned 
from leaves of absence were 
Lieut. Colonel Robert L. Yalsh, 


Major James A. Mollison, and ‘ ETP 
Major Yaloolm C. Grow, iedical awe 4d] l ivy 
~ Sie, 





Corps. 


a 


Colonel Clarence L. Tinker, Com 
manding Officer of Hamilton Field, Calif., 
was @ visitor on September 25th during the 
course of an extended navigation flight. 

Recent visitors to the Chief's Office were 
Majors Earl H. DeFord, Austin Vv. Martenstein and 
Ray A. Dunn, from the Air Corps Tactical Scheol, 
Maxwell Field, Ala.; Majors James P. Hodges and 
Lawrence P. Hickey from Langley Field, Va.; Major |! 
John V. Hart, during the course of leave of ab- 
sence from Kelly Field, Texas; Captain Milo N. 
Clark, during the course of an extended naviga- 
tion flight from Randolph Field, Texas; and lst 
Lieut. Ralph P. Swofford, Jr., during the course 
of a navigation flight from Wright Field, Ohio. 

Lieut. Colonel William E. Lynd left for the 
West Coast on September 19th for the purpose of 
ferrying a plane eastward. 





| 
| 
| 


Major Charles Y. Banfill returned from e nav- 
igation flight to Bangor,Meine, on Sept. 27th. 


Captain Mervin E. Gross returned September 27th | ''A"' 


from temporary duty at Wright Field. 

Captain Robert V. Laughl in returned September 
26th from a conference in New York City. 

Major Edward V. Harbeck, Jr., of the Inspection 
Division, returned September 25th from detached 
service. 


Ceptain Francis H. Vanderwerker, who was on 


ASRIAL DEMONSTRATION AT FORT BEMNING, GA. 


An item which may be of interest to readers 
of the Air Corps News Letter is the recent 
Aerial Demonstration at Fort Benning, Ga, 
which was given for the benefit of the senior 
class, U.S. Military Acadewy, and was partici- 
pated in by the following units from Langley 
and Barksdale Fields: 

20th Bombardment Squadron 
13th Attack Squadron 

37th Attack Squadron 
79th Pursuit Squadron 

The 20th Squadron, led by Major 3.:i. Giles, 
departed from Langley Field for Fort Benning 
on the afternoon of August llth for partici- 
pation in this demonstration. The formation 
was composed of nine Bel0B airplanes, carry- 
ing 13 officers, 5 flying cadets and 13 en- 
listed men. The Squadron arrived at Lawson 
Field that afternoon at 5:45 o'clock. The 
Commanding Officer of the 2nd Bombardment 
Group, Lieut. Colonel Charles B. Oldfield, 
arrived from Langley Field the following day 


| to witness the denonstration. 


The bombing demonstration consisted of 
bombing an upright target by three individual 
flights of ee planes each. Despite extreme 
cloudiness, which delayed "B'' and "'C'' Flights 
in getting their bombs off on scheduled time 
and greatly increased the difficulty of the 
actual sighting operation, the results obtain- 


| ed were very satisfactory and may be outlined 


as follows: 





ALTITUDE MEAN CIR- 
IN FEET CULAR ER, 


10,000 12 mils 
7,000 18 mils 
3,600 2 mils 


TYPE 
BOMBER BOMB 


Major Giles 300 lb. 
Lt.Glantzberg 600 1b. 
Lt. Sutherland 1100 1». 


oni 


WAR DEPT. ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To Randolph Field, Tex. : 
‘lst Lieut. Sydney D. Grubbs, Jr., upon comple- 
tion tour of duty in Hawaii. 

To Boston, Mass.: Captain Milton li Murphy, 


FLT. 





trp 
rior 








tempo duty in the Chief's Office, returned to | March Field, for duty with Organized Reserves 
Wright Field. of lst Corps Area. 
epee To Selfridge Field, Mich.: Major Benjamin 


First Lieut. William T. Hefley, from the 
Meteriel Division, Wright Field, reported for 
temporary duty. 

---900--= 


ATR CORPS PERSONNEL NOTES 


First Lieut. Albert W. Shepherd was retired 
from active service on September 30, 1936, for 
disability incidont to the service. 

First Lieut. Charles G. Goodrich, Langley Field, 
Va., was ordered to duty with the Air Corps in 
the Panama Canal Department, sailing from New York 
on October 30th. 

First Lieut. David D. Graves is assigned to duty 
at Bolling Field, D.C., effective upon the comple- 
tion of his tour of duty in the Panama Canal De- 
partment. 


~18- 


B. Cassiday, from y flying School, 
Randolph Field, Texas. 

To Wichita, Kansas: lst Lieut. Samel R. 
Brentnall, from Mitchel Field, ".Y., for duty 
as Air Corps representative at the Stearman 
Aircraft Fectory. 

To Hors. lst Corps Area, Boston, Mass.: 
Captain Raymond 2. Brown, from duty as stu- 
dent, Harvard Graduate School of Business Ad- 
ministration, Cambridge, Mass. 

To Kelly Field, Texas: Colonel Eugene H. 
Lohman, from Warch Field, for duty as Assis- 
tant Commandant, Advanced Flying School. ~ 

RELIEVED FROM DUTY WITH AIR CORPS: 2nd Lts. 
Willard L. Egy and Ym. S. Van Nostrané; for- 
mer assigned to 10th Infantry, Fort Hays, 0, 
and latter to lst Cavalry Division, Fort 
Bliss, Texas. 








V-7111, A.C. 





























Septeuber proved a rather unfortuuate month 


‘he specialized in Bombardment Aviation at the 


for the Air Coips in the matter of aircraft ac-| Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, and he 


cidents, three of them proving fatal and re- 
sulting in the loss of six lives. 
On September 12th, while flying near March 
Field, Calif., 2nd Lieut. James 7. Carter, Jr.,_ 
Air Reserve, pilot, and Private Milton J. 


;was rated an ‘Airplane Pilot'' on August 4,1921. 


Captain Booker subsequently served at 


Langley Field, Va.; France Field, Panama Canal 


Zone; returned to Kelly Field, end was one of 


ithe original officers to be assigned to duty 


tting, mechanic, were killed as the result of at Randolph Field when it was established in 


a crash. 

On September 16th, Captain Francis P. Booker, ; 
veteron Air Corps pilot, who was attending the | 
Air Corps Tactical School at Maxwell Field, 
Lontgomery, Ala., was so severely injured ina | 
crash near the field that he died at the sta- 
tion hospital the following morning. 

On September 23rd, during the course of a | 
night flight, 2nd Lieut. Jack J. Neely, Air 
Corps, piloting a bombing plane from Mitchel 
Field, N.Y¥., with Corporel Angelo Mozzecco as | 
bomber and Private, lst Class, Thaddeus F. | 
Makuszewski as radio operator, crashed in a | 
fog near Providence, R.I., all three men being | 
killed. | 

Lieut. Carter, a native of Bowman, S.C., was | 
born on February 25, 1909. He graduated with 
a 3.S. degree in 1930 froin the Citadel, | 
Charleston, S.C., and was coumissioned a Bzcound! 
Lieutenant in the Infantry Reserve. Appointed | 
a Flying Cadet in the Army Air Corps, he grad- | 
uated from the Primary Flying School, Fandolph | 
Field, Texas, October 14, 1933, and from th | 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly field, Texas, | 
February 20, 1934, on which date he was rated | 
‘Airplane Pilot.'' He specialized inPursuit |, 
Aviation. 

Lieut. Cartcr vas assigned to duty under his 
adet status with the 95th Pursuit Squadron 
later redesignated Attack) at March Field, ! 

Calif. A year later he was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant in the Air Reserve, and he | 
contimued on active duty at March Field. 

Private Cutting, of Hayvard, Calif., enlisted | 
in the Air Corps cn June 8, 1934. He was also | 
stationed at warch Field. 

Captain Booker, who was born at San Anionio, 
Texas, July 22, 1896, became affiliated with 
Army aviation during the World War. He attend-' 
ed St. Mary's College and San Anthony's College 
After enlisting in the Quartermster Corps, he | 
transferred to the Aviation Section, Signal 
Corps, attended ground school at the School of 
Military Aeronautics, Austin,Texas, and receiv- 
ed his flying training at Pllington Field, 
Houston, Texas. Upon the completion of his 
flying training he was, on September 18, 1918, 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the Avie- | 
tion Section, Signal Corps, and assigned to | 
active duty at Ellington Field. He rermined on 
duty at this station until August 18, 1919, when 
he was honorably discharged from the service. 

Passing the examination for appointwent as an 
officer in the Regular Army, Captain Booker was 
commissioned a second lieutenant, Air Service, 
with rank from July 1, 1920, and assigned to 
the Primary Flying School at Carlstrom Field, 
Arcadia, Fla., to take a refresher course in 
flying. Upon graduating from Carlstrom Field, 


i 


oe 


H 





“19 


| 1931. 


: at Punkston, Pa. 


i cises received a good share of the time. 


He served at the last named station un- 
til August, 1936, when he was detailed as 
student officer at the Air Corps Tactical 
School at Maxwell Field, Ala. 

His survivors are the widow, three children 


| and his mother, Mrs. Mary C. Booker, of San 
| Antonio. 


Lieut. Neely, who was e member of the Air 
Corps for less than a year, was torn in North 
Dakota, February 4, 1911. Upon his graduation 
frum the United States Military Acedemy in 
1934, he was assigned to the Air Corps to un- 
dergo flying training. He completed the course 
at the Primary Flying School, Randolph Field, 
July 1, 1935; specialized in Bombardment Avia- 
tion at the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, and graduated thorefrom on October 12, 
1935, when he wes rated an ''Airplane Pilot." 

Lieut. Neely's first duty assignment as an 
Air Corps officer was with the 99th Bombardment 
Squadron at Mitchel Field, N.Y., as Athletic 
Officer,.. Assistant Adjutant, and Supply Offi- 
cer. 

Corporal Mozzacco was born on April 21, 1510, 
He enlisted in the Air Corps 
on August 31, 1934, and served with the 99th 
Borbardment Squadron at Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Private Makuszewski was born at Sthangctad¥, , 
New York, February 18, 1908. He enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps June 19, 1931, and was stationed 
at Mitchel Field, N.Y., serving with the 99th 
Bombardment Squadron. 

The Air Corps extends its sincere sympathy to 
the families of the deceased officers and en- 
listed men. 

---000--- 


TRAINING ACTIVITIES OF 77TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


Operations for the 77th Pursuit Squadron, 
Barksdale Field, La., during the first half of 


' September were devoted primarily to gunnery in 


preparation for the aerial gunnery maneuvers 
scheduled to be held in New Orleans, La., from 
September 2lst to 30th. Other phases of train- 
ing during this period, however, were not ne- 
glected, and unit navigation, both day and 
night, individual combat and unit combat exer- 
Inten- 
sive training in instrument flying, and miscel- 
laneous missions were also carried out. 

Major Carlton F. Bond, Air Corps, acted as 


temporary squadron commander during t of the 
period when Major Claire L. Chennault was on 
leave. Five cadets of the 77th flew with the 


79th Pursuit Squadron to Phoenix, Arizona, in 
connection with presentation of the Luke Trophy. 
ad V-7111, A.C. 





